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EFATORY INTRODUCTIONS

Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF ILOILO
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Iloilo City -

With the advent of the New Society, interest in Philippine
history has gained momentum. This is understandable for Filipinos
are now more seriously searching for their racial heritage and
national identity. :
' But Philippine history has not yet been adequately written.
- Much of the histories published in the past were not written from
the Filipino point of view. And even those written from the
 Filipino viewpoint contain many gaps and are, therefore,
 incomplete.
% Historians believe that we can never write a definitive
. & national history until we have first written our local histories. It
- Is for this reason that the writing of provincial, city, and municipal
histories is encouraged.
In this light, the History of Miagao by Elias N. Failagao finds
great significance. As Governor of lloilo and a son of Miagao,
I am doubly pleased to congratulate Mr. Failagao for his
noteworthy accomplishment. | heartily endorse this book not only
to the Miagawanons but the general public as well,

CONRADO J. NORADA

Governor
August 29, 1979
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Republic,of the Philippines
MUNICIPALITY OF MIAGAO
Province of Iloilo
OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL MAYOR

The book, History of Miagao, is the first attempt made by a
Miagawanon to put down in black and white the beautiful and
interesting past of our town. This is written with the hope that
her history will serve as an inspiration for future generations.

In the name of the people of Miagao, | congratulate Mr.
Elias N. Failagao and thank him for his patience and determina-
tion in collecting and recording the important events that
happened before we were born, up to the present.

| appeal, therefore, to all Miagawanons to have at least a copy
of this book for posterity.

My profound gratitude to all those who in one way or another
contributed to the completion of this book.

3 0 JW @, B Conw
(MRS.) ERLINDA N. BRITANICO
Municipal Mayor

April 21, 1979
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EDUCATION AND CULTURE

G SURIANG PANGKASAYSAYAN
INSTITUTE

SALl NG PAMBANSANG AKLATAN
(ONAX, LINRARY BUILDING
&  KALAW, ERMITA, MAYNILA

' FOREWORD

We in the National Historical Institute, Manila, have adopted
policy of encouraging the formation of provincial, city, and
nicipal historical societies with a view of stimulating or
napiring the local historians to undertake studies and researches
1 the history, culture, personages, and other important facts of
\eir respective localities. In line with this project, a number of
lowns, cities, and provinces have prepared manuscripts or
published books on the history of their communities. For
xample, there are histories of Leyte, Cagayan, Pangasinan, Negros
Driental, and other provinces; histories of Manila, Zamboanga,
: gapo, Dumaguete, Angeles, Caloocan, San- Pablo, and other
gities: and finally there are published histories of Taal, Baliuag,
Las Pifias, Lucban, Majayjay , Morong, Paete, Pagsanjan, and other
DWNS.

~ In the case of Iloilo, the Hon. Conrado J. Norada, Governor
[ that province, has encouraged the formation of the Iloilo
Provincial Historical Society some years ago with himself being
pcted as its President. Not long afterwards, each town in that
pvince organized its own historical association, and some of
these towns have prepared and/or published the historical
ounts of their respective localities. The town of Cabatuan has
published its history in 1977, while the town of Pavia has already
finished the manuscript of its history, also in 1977.

And now comes the town of Miagao, Iloilo, which is soon
publishing its history written by Mr. Elias N. Failagao, a local
!?holar and historian. I therefore wish to extend my sincere
greetings and congratulations to him, to Governor Conrado J.
Norada (a native son of Miagao), and to all the officials and
citizens of that peaceful, hospitable, and progressive town.

 Manila ESTEBAN A DE OCAMPO :

May 15, 1979 Chairman
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It took the writer five years to prepare this book. More than
half of the periobd was spent in the gathering of data through
research and interviews. The rest was spent in writing. It was a
long and arduous task, but Miagao’s rich culture and glorious past
must be written and this is his source of inspiration.
Many historical facts used were gathered from the unpub-
lished notes and writings of Bruno Mollenido, known in his time
as Teniente Nonong. He was an escribiente and one-time teniente
mayor of the town during the Spanish time. Written in Spanish,
these notes were translated into Hiligaynon by Msgr. Fernando S.
Javillo, parish priest and the chairman of the municipal historical
committee and were unselfishly offered for use by Paz Faicol-
Navallasca, keeper of these precious documents, member of the
Municipal Historical Committee, and a grand-daughter of Teniente
Nonong.
The writing of this book should have been done before or
immediately after World War IL. At that time, there were still
knowledgeable Miagawanons who could have supplied much
information of the town’s early history.
The writer cannot claim this work as complete. It can be said,
however, that utmost efforts were exerted to make it as com-
prehensive as possible. Many facts about the town, heretofore
unknown, have been brought out of the surface from various
sources. This, undoubtedly, will interest the present and future
Miagawanons.
The writer would like to mention his special gratitude to Dr.
Teodoro A. Agoncillo, Dr. Nicolas Zafra, Dr. Gregorio F. Zaide
und Chairman Esteban A. de Ocampo of the National Historical
natitute, for their invaluable advices; to Prof. Isagani R. Medina of
hlversity of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, for offer-

¢ materials and records specifically on how some barrios of
swn acquired their names and also a list of the town’s
‘hd} Spanish priests; to Rodolfo M. Claparols of the

Tourism, loilo Field Office, on the use of his article,
i s Day”’; to Luther Garcia and Demy P. Sonza,

Sister Ma. Socorro Evangelista Nite, Lourdes
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haran captains of the town |

Hei G
( or their help in gathering a list
r%fialjdonals anq colleg;c\g;: pa‘tes;i their respective jurisdictionosf
an go for their help in many other ways; to the members of the;
‘Municipal Sangguniang Bayan for their support and cooperation;
| the members of the editorial board, namely, Asuncion F’
orrer. Rhodpra Napud, Rosalia N. Noble, Vicente Molejona anci
ores F. Tingson for editing this book; and lastly, to Governor
do J. Nor'ac.la and Mayor Erlinda N. Britanico for their full
’| ]?nd solicitous concern toward the eventual realization of

: This book includes biographical sketches of some present day
Miagawanons who have made good in-their chosen fields of
¢ ndeav9r..ln their own respective ways, they have contributed to
i oe b:lldfm-g of Miagao and their life stories can very well be a
r¢e of inspiration to, and de i

o deserve emulation by, the present
| A listing of professionals, college graduates, etc. has also been
o vcludec:l. Likewise, utmost effort was exerted in the preparation
of ;. hst_, and if ther_e are some whose names have been inadver-
tently omitted, I offe¥ them my apologies.
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» The coastal municipality of Miagao is located at 1250 54
4" E longitude and 10°© 40" 15" N latitude on the southwestern
art of Iloilo province in the island of Panay. '

‘ Miagao has 119 barangays or barrios. It has an area of 15,722
wetares and a population of 40,575. 2

“is geographically bounded by the towns of Igbaras on the
, by Guimbal on the east, by San Joaquin on the south and
iy Sibalom, Antique on the far west.

 Miagao is’ famous for its ancient church-fortress. Since it is
ted on a rise overlooking the sea, travelers passing through
town can readily have a view of the Iloilo Strait to the south,

_ Origin of Miagao
here are several versions of how Miagao got its name. The
[wo popular ones, however, are on record.

When the Spaniards first came here, wild plants called miagos

A potted miago plant. (Photo courtesy of Municipal Census Officer

.’Enrique Mombay.)

1 Dicionario Geografico-Estadistico-Historico de las Islas Filipinas, Madrid, 1851,

'ln"lprerta de D. Jose C. de la Pefia, Calle Atocha n. 100. (Courtesy of the National
Library, (Manila.) .

2 Record, 1975 National Census and Statistics.
3 Ir. Juan Fernandez, Apuntes Historicos de la Isla de Panay, atypewritten
- manuscript. (Courtesy of University of San Agustin Library, Iloilo City.)




Rev. Fr. Lorenzo Torres, a native priest of Igbaras, Iloilo has
another version. According to him, this place was called after
Miyagaw.® an old Ati or Negrito who once lived herc. Upon
meeting this old Ati, the Spaniards asked him the name of the
place. Thinking that the white strangers were inquiring about his
name, the Negrito replied, “Miyagaw’’, which the Spaniards noted.

The record shows that for 136 years before Miagao became a
town, it had been a part of four different towns. Way back in
1580, it was an arrabal of Oton; until 1592 of Tigbauan; until
1703, of Suaraga or Suaragan (now San Joaquin); and until 1716,
of Guimbal when it became an independent towns. It was not
until 1731, however, when Miagao had its own head$.

First Town Capitan

The first capitan and teniente mayor (equivalent to mayor
and vice-mayor) of Miagao were Nicolas Pangkug? and Diego
‘Sale®. Their “election” was held in Guimbal under the supervision
of Victorino C. Ma. authorized representative of the governor. Ni-

colas Pangkug served for three consecutive terms of one year each
from 1731-1733.

Before he became town capitan, Nicolas Pangkug was teniente
mayor of Guimbal. As a resident of Miagao, he was entrusted with
the care and supervision of this town until he became the head.
Pangkug became capitan again in 1735 and in 1739-1740. Alto-
gether, he served six years.

131 Townheads

From its founding in 1716 to the present (1979), Miagao has
had 131 townheads. The incumbent executive is Mayor Erlinda
Noble-Britanico. Her election in November, 1971, made her the
first woman executive of the town.

4 Record, Prof. Isagani R. Medina, History Dept., University of the Philippines,
Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila.

5 Fr. Fernandez, op. cit. »

6 Unpublished notes and writings of Bruno Mollenido known as Teniente Nonong
of this town, He died in 1935 at the age of 85.

7 Ibid.

8 In a handwritten list of capitanes dated 1913 by Luis Mombay of Dingle, this town
he recorded it as “‘Diego Fale™. (Courtesy of Enrique Mombay, Miagao Census orﬂur.:.) r
LU

2

It may be interesting to note that among the 108 capitafnes
nd gobernadorcillos of the 333 years of Spanish rule, Capitan
I'omas Paguntalan served the longest. He was elected gobernador-
sillo eleven times. It is said that he was almost ninety years old
when he served his last term in 1808.°

- Tomas Nonato served the longest as two-year municipal pres-
{dent. He administered the town for five years from 1910—191‘}.
: ast year of his third term was served by Leon Mosura, his

~president.

1 In the three-year tenure, Jose N. Orbe, the last municipal
resident and the first municipal mayor, served the longest. He
rved for three consecutive terms from 1935 to 1944. His last
rm was extended for one year because of World War II.

]

The town executive who had the longest tenure was Mayor
Dioscoro N. Mueda. He was elected for three consecutive terms

{ four years each (1952-1963).

 Elias N. Failagao served the shortest with only three and
If months. Elected vice-mayor in November, 1959, he took
‘as mayor to finish the unexpired term of Mayor Mueda who
n f{or vice-governor of Iloilo in 1963.

List of Townheads
{ ‘rom its founding in 1716, the administration of tl_le town
sod hands among 108 capitanes and gobernadorcillos 14
“and municipal presidents, and 9 municipal. may ors.
f these municipal executives together with their respect-
© teni ntes mayores, vice-presidents and vice-mayors, and their
nure of office follows: 1°

Nicolus Pangkug . . . . . 1731-1733  Joaquin Maglakat . . . . . 1736
Diego Sale Pedro Asong
Agustin O 1734  Pedro Asong ......... 1737
NI ' od:z%:ﬂco Francisco Dulaca
4 .
'kug wuvesess+ 1735  Francisco Dulaca ... .. 1738
Juan Bares

0, 0 et and Mombay, op. eit.
¥ o



Nic'olas Pangkug ... ... 1739-1740 Nicolas Jumaclao ... ... 1759 cisco Lamberto . ...... 1778 Tomas Paguntalan . . .. .. 1797
Diego Sale Agustin Daet Juan Florentino

Marﬁn.Domingo o vk S 1741 Bernardo Paguntalan .. .. 1760 | = Felipe Leonardo . . ........ 1779 Julian de los Santos . . . . . 1798 .
Ignacio Maglakat Juan Sumadia ‘Baltazar de la Cruz Agustin Beroclam
F;:ncxsggﬂﬂ olit;:ldog """" 1742 Franf:isco Valentin .. ... 1761 Domingo Liboon ......... 1780 Juan Cipriano ........ 1799
i Alejandro Morano Francisco Lamberto Jose Briado
Agustin Palacio .......... 1743 Nicolas Daet ......... 1762 Oanide 1aCruz. . .. . .. ovu s 1781 Juan Sanchez . . . ...... 1800
Juan Padanhug Domingo Liboon Juan Valencia Maximo Gonzales
Diego Sale 2. . . . . .. ... 1744 Francisco Dulaca .. .. .. 1763 ‘Tomas Paguntalan . .. ...... 1782 Juan Casimiro . ....... 1801
Ignacio Panungan Santiago Domingo - Pedro de la Cruz Francisco Sentino
Juan Quilantang .......... Ignacio Bangon ....... 1764 .E,l omas Paguntalan . . ... .... Manuel Benedicto . . .. ..
Ignacio Sudayon Agustin Masangkay ‘Miguel Sentino Toribio Paguntalan
PascualiCaagay . ... < «oains Alejandro Montaio . . . .. 1765 1, RUSIESentinG « - . s vuocisisre Julian de los Santos . . . . .
Agustin Daog Bernardo Maquilan ‘Fulgencio Magbanua Bernardo Artus
Joaquin Quilantang Santiago Dumaco . . . . . . 1766 REERRCIpriano .i..... - o2 Juan Florentino .......
Faustino Mangas Nicolas Banojon Manuel Paguntalan Alejandro Magno
Juan Castro Gibong Marcelo Manaay . . .. ... 1767 Domingo Liboon . ........ Tomas Paguntalan . . . . . .
Pedro Soliga Juan de la Crlfz Bares - Juan Bernardo Pedro Gervasio
ARUSUNEGAYO". <. ..v swiowic o Domingo Liboon . . .. .. 1768 EEEiBeloya~: . . . ....00.. . Tomas Paguntalan . . .. ..
Marcos Ampot Pascual Daet - Juan Anuerto Juan de Dios
Bernabe Paguntalan Agustin Masangkay . . . . . 1769 _ e Juan Cipriano ........
Hilario Gerenga Juan de la Cruz Bares ual Padoginog Juan Inocencio
! e .
Juan Bares . ... .......... Domingo Liboon . . . . .. 1770 ipe Leonardo . . ... ..... Juan Gervasm.lo ........
Ignacio Liboon Tish del4 Ciiiz Nonato Juan Palacios
Pedro Asong . ........... Tomas Paguntalan . . . . . . 1771 R Osotio. .. . . .. .. ... Pedro German ........
Agustin Golim Juan Beloya _ Carlos Quinto
Ignacio Panungan ......... Tomas Paguntalan . . . . .. 1772 anuel Sentino . ......... Bernardo de San Carlos .. 1810
Nicolas Gelisan Ignacio de la Cruz . n Feliciano Lucas de los Santos
Agustin Gayo. ........... Tomas Paguntalan . . . . . . 1773 Murcelo Paguntalan . . . . . ... Juan Miranda . . ... .. ..
Marcos Ampot Miguel Sentino Juan Cayetano Juan Bernardo
Francisco HOlmeg Tomas Paguntala_n ...... 1774 [ F.mmdo R 6o s s e o Agustm Aguillon ......
Ignacio Tulangba Igracio de la Cruz Juan Casimiro Juan Crisostomo
JUAn Bares:. evsvs itesera s s Juan Beloya . ......... 1775 w Feliciano . . . . Toribio Paguntalan .. ...
Nicolas Fumada Felipe Leonardo lunuel Benedicto Juan Guzman
Nicolas Guzman . ......... Bernardo Maquilan . .. .. 1776 na talan . . . Juan Inocencio . .. .....
Francisco Mallon

Francisco Valentin

TsidroiSoliga! i cwows o s s

Agustin Isio

Francisco Lamberto

JuandelaCruz ....... 1777

Juan Fernando

ontino
'

untalan .

Francisco Mallon . .....

Juan Rafael



Juan Rafael % .5 o viesiekabRe 1816
Juan Bartolo

Maximo Gonzales . ........ 1817
Juan Gelasio °

Carlos Quintoi < wieils o ooasisis 1818
Marcelo Paguntalan

Jose Bemardo ‘i s 1819
Juan Teodoro

Juan Paguntalan . ......... 1820
Pioquinto Miguel

Pioquinto Miguel ......... 1821
Sebastian Paguntalan

Sebastian Paguntalan . . .. ... 1822
Lazaro Liboon

JoseINONALO i tiriies s 1823
Juan Guzman

Damaso Paguntalan . . ... ... 1824
Alejandro Serrera

Juan Crisostomo . . . .. .. ... 1825

: Juan Victoriano

Pedro Gelaciol .iiveis % steiave 1826
Bautista Fernando

Bernardo Mariano . . ....... 1827
Diego Agudalajar )

JUan GUZMANY: .5 o e seiess 1828
Raymundo Bonifacio

YosePNoNato) . «svsvsaaiersin oo 1829
Mariano de los Santos

Bernabe Paguntalan . .. ... .. 1830
Felixberto Antonio

Hilario Paguntalan ........ 1831
Feliciano Magno

Lazaro, Liboon s vis sisiamn 1832
Marcelino Paguntalan

Bautista Fernando ........ 1833
Guillermo Liboon

Juan de los Santos . ....... 1834
Marcelo Alberto

I's

Ornabas Valencia ...... 1835
Frijaldo Agustin

Esteban Raymundo . . . .. 1836
Fruto Joaquin

Feliciano Magno . . . .. .. 1837
Cayetano Alejandro

Bernabe Paguntalan . . . .. 1838
Marcelo Nieves

Patricio Soliga ........ 1839
Luiz Gonzaga

Cayetano Fandahug .... 1840
Juan Antonio Magno

Cayetano Ramon ...... 1841
Manuel Ferando

Mateo Sabillon . . . .. ... 1842
Luiz Gonzaga

Guillermo Liboon . ... .. 1843
Agustin Antonio

Luis:Gonzaga . ..« <« s o 1844
Santiago Sahagon

Cayetano Ramon ...... 1845
Rafael Mallon

Cayetano Ramon ...... 1846
Andres Ornabas 3

Manuel Fernando ...... 1847
Juan Martin

Manuel Fernando ...... 1848
Tomas Hilario

Juan Ignacio ......... 1849
Rafael Marcelo

Francisco Flores
Pagutalan: ‘oo s o o 1850
Andres Nicolas

Francisco Flores Pagun-
talan ... oo s e et N olRl 1851

Patricio Noviza

Santiago Sahagon
Luciano Montehermoso

....1852\.

!

Mariano Franco Toledo . . . .. 1853
Sebastian Fauza
Miguel Navales .. ......... 1854
Marcos Monsale
Mariano Franco Teledo ... .. 1855
Raymundo Nacis
Raymundo Maestrecampo . . . 1856
Evangelista Nunal
Sebastian Fauza . ......... 1857
Francisco Moreno
Sebastian Fauza ... ....... 1858
Juan Melgar Legaspi
Mariano Maestrecampo . . . . . 1859
Juan Melgar Legaspi
MarianoNonato . . ... ..... 1860
Joaquin Florenco
Tomas Nufiez Hilario . . . . ... 1861

Francisco Palmos

Gregorio Monteclaro . . . . . .. 1862
Bartolome Monteclaro

"~ Miguel Navales . ........ ... 1863

Climaco Mogueleno
" Miguel Navales . .......... 1864

- Climaco Mogueleno
- Pedro Movillon . . ... .. 1865-1866

~Isidoro Natino

~ Luciano Montehermoso . 1867-1868

- Patricio Firmeza

Bartolome Monteclaro . . 1869-1870

- Eusebio Nograles

~ Raymundo Nacis . . . .. 1871-1872
- Bemardo Montehermoso

..... 1873-1874

Gregorio Monteclarc 1877-1878

Felipe Naciongayo

Dionisio Noviza . .. 1879-1880
Faustino Netura

Simeon Firmeza . .. 1881-1882

Pedro A. Monteclaro

Silverio Tajanlangit . 1883-1884
Bruno Mollenido

Patricio Firmeza . .. 1885-1886

Felix Firmeza

Pedro Nieves . .. .. 1887-1888
Anselmo Firmeza

Miguel Garraton . . . 1889-1890
Pedro Firmeza
Simeon Firmeza . . . 1891-1892

Roman Granada

Pedro A. Monteclaro 1893-1894
Juan Mont Nobleza

Anselmo Firmeza .. 1895.1896
Juan Mont Nobleza

Anselmo Firmeza . . . 1897.1898
Tomas Nobleza

Juan Mont Nobleza . 1899.1900
Teodoro Nonato

Pedro A. Monteclaro 1901-.1903
Ciriaco Monteclaro ... . 1901
Fortunato Noble . . 1902-1903

Tranquilino Netura .
Maximo Nequinio

1904-1905

Anselmo Nacionales Orbe . 1906
Feliciano Quidato

Feliciano Quidato . .. . . . 1907
Pablo Hinolan

Eliseo Sanglap . 1908-1909
Julio Savillo



Tomas Nonato . ...... 1910-1914
Custodio Sermonia ... 1910-1911

Leon Mosura . ...... 1912-1914

Leon:Mosura JEE. 0. s 1915
Benigno Gefes

Benigno Gefes, Actg. . ...... 1916

Julian Frantilla, Actg. . ..... 1917

Clasico Tajanlangit . ... 1917-1919
Julian Frantilla

Miguel Penaranda . . . .. 1920-1922
Maximo Nequinto

Jose Octaviano . . .. ... 1923-1925
Neofito Fandinola

Jose Nobleza . ....... 1926-1931
Antonino Mueda . . . . . 1926-1928
Ramon Monteclaro . .. 1929-1931

Leon Lamberto ...... 1932-1934
Domingo Nacisvalencia

Jose N.Orbe ........ 1935-1944
Germanico Legaspi . .. 1935-1937
Jose T.Nonato . .. ... 1938-1943

Bemardino Nacisvalencia . . .May 1,
1944 to Sept. 15, 1945

Julian Monton
Jose T. Nonato . . .. Oct. 16, 1945
to Dec. 31, 1947

Paulino M. Nico

Paulino M. Nico ...... 1948-1951
Jose Nobleza, Jr.
Jose Octaviano . .. Sep.-Dec. 1951

Dioscoro N. Mueda . . . . 1952-1963
Marcelina M. Monton
Jose T:Nonato- . e 1956-1959
Elias N. Failagao . . . . . 1960-1963

Elias N. Failagao . . . Sept-Dec. 1963
Ricardo Tan

Dr. Jose Noble: ..% . . ... 1964-1967
Enrique Nonato

Ramon B. Britanico ... 1968-1971
Enrique Nonato

Erlinda Noble-Britanico . . . . 1972—
Ramon Flores ...... 1972-1975

S s snsatning ”

Capitan Simeon Firmeza

Capitan Miguel Garraton
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Facsimile of the signature of Capitan Tomas Paguntalan and other
eaders during the Spanish time found at the National Archives, Metro




CHAPTER TWO

RIVERS AND VALLEYS

4 e

\[§ e
7/
pal

Miagao has six rivers which naturally divide the municipality
into valleys. Each valley is named after the river. However, Tumag-
boc river has two valleys, the upper half of which is called Ticda-
lan valley. Tumagboc river is also referred to as the Miagao river.

San Rafael Valley

s San Rafael valley is on the San Joaquin side of the munici-
- pality. This valley is made up of the coastal barangays of San
Rafael, Maringyan, Lanutan and Narat-an and the inland barangays
‘of Lacadon, Igdulaca, Igcatambor and Buenavista Sur.

] San Rafael is the biggest and most progressive barangay in
,; is valley. It has complete elementary and secondary schools.
other elementary school is in Igdulaca, about four kilometers
from the national road. A road is presently constructed in this

) valley from San Rafael to Igdulaca.

JOSL OC™? ANC
lresidente lunicipal

DIO:.CO#N » MUZDA S

Municipal Mayor

DR:/JOSE’ NOBLE
yzc' al Mayor

SX /e WM « BRITANICO
Municipal Mayor

ikindar N [Builoniad
(HNRS.) ZRLINDA Ne BRITANICO
‘Municipal llayor -

San Rafael Valley
Oyungan Valley -

. valley is composed of the barangays of Oyungan,
y, Tabunacan, Potrido, Fundacion, San Fernando, Ig-
Nnm-o Norte, Nam-o Sur, Ilog-ilog, Igbugo, Narorogan,
gsoligue, Cauayanan, Igcabitoon, Igpandan, Bacolod and

Signature specimen of some town executives i

alley has wide irrigated areas and is the second
uctlon in the municipality. It is served by a
oud from t p}ﬁonal lughway at Damilisan to

O







