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% APRIL 1968

IT WAS NOT A LENGTHY JOURNEY-ONLY SOME SIXTY MILES-
BUT WHAT BECAME EKNOWN AS THE MARCH OF DEATH ON BAT
STRECHED OUT INTOQ DAYS AND WEEKS OF DEPRIVATION AND
HORROR FOR THOSE WHO SURVIVED AND AN ETERNITY FOR T
- THOUSANDS WHO DIED, ON THIS, THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SURRENDER ON BATAAN AND THE MARCH OF DEA
WE DO HONOR TO QURSELVE ¥ RECALLING FOR A MOMENT
THAT GALLANT BAND. . '
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WHAT CODE OF CONDUCT MEANS TO ME

By SGM Pedro M Nacional, Sergeant Major, Fifth US Army Noncommissioned Officer
Academy, Fort Riley, Kansas 66442, Written on the occasion of my retirement .
aftgr more than 27 years of active military service. Today, 21st June 1967.

FOREWORD .

Bataan snd
that march
this story.

; § % 3
Probably several million words have been written about the Battle of
the Bataan Death March, but no matter how many, and if the men of
needed a monument other than their own heroism they have it now in

-

The day was 9 April 1942, A1l guns were silent. The end of the day marking
the surrender of Bataan peninsula to the Japanese Imperial Army. But for the
30,000 American and Filipino prisoners of war, it was only the beginning-of
three years of torture, sickness and death. In the 12 days that followed 14,000
Americans and Filipinos died in the march, a distance of 127 heartbreaking miles,
from the town of Mariveles, the place of surrender of our forces on Bataan to
Capaz, Tarlac Prisoner of War camp. There never was truer name ever coined of
“DEATH MARCH," -

Defense of the Philippines

[. 1| AM AN AMERICAN FIGHTING MAN, | SERVE IN THE FORCES WHICH GUARD

MY COUNTRY AND OUR WAY OF LIFE., | AM PREPARED TO GIVE MY LIFE IN
THE{R DEFENSE, :

I was inside the city hall building, City of Manila, August 10th 194 when

I observed Filipinos outside the bui]ding'rejoicing,'point?ng_towards the sky.
It was 9:00 AM and the weather was calm and bright. | went to the nearest win-
dow to have a clear view of the horizon. There it was, waves of tiny planes,
in formation of a hundred, coming from all directions. The identification of
- these planes were not known at a moment for the Japanese planes were also based
at nearby Nichols Field. Within a few minutes eveérything broke lose. Manila
Rarbor was bombed and all enemy installations in the city. The Americans came
Back, after three long years. Tears are flowing down my checks. | watched the
planes strafing the enemy troops near the building. Several planes went down
So low just to have us recognize that they are American planes, a STAR on it.
They showered the city with .45 cal pistols and new ammunition. The civilians

re all over the place to recover these equipment, Street fighting started.
It continued for days until the Japanese brought in reinforcements to stop the
Fighting. Back to that first appearance of American planes, | could hardly hold
=y tears for | was one of those soldiers who Tought in Bataan and remained loyal
£o the United States of America. | have waited for the Americans to return.

o liberate us, | returned to the moun=
I stayed recuperating from the beatings

It started from the day | entered the Army. | completed my basic training
Fort Stonsenburg, Pampanga with the 26th Cavalry, a Philippine Scouts unit.
Regimental Commander at the time was Lt Col Thomas Trapnell, | served as
\is Company Clerk for six months and finally decided to be in an Infantry unit,
April 2hkth 1939, | was transferred to Company G, 57th Infantry Regiment, Phil-
ine Scouts, United States Army, located at Fort William McKinley, Rizal, Be-
se of my clerical background | was Captain Harold K. Johnson's orderly. The
a2ining of a Philippine Scout soldier those days was tough, for most of our
raining were spent in the field doing tactics, road marches which lasted for
S, bayonet training and rifle marksmanship. | remembered one time of a sol=-
ier in our platoon who completed training at the same time with me. A month
ter his assignment to the unit, he was transferred to a Quartermaster unit,






